
Cross Party Group on Diabetes 

Future of Diabetes drop-in & launch 15
th

 November 2017 

 

Minutes 

 

10am – 12pm: Drop-in event held for Assembly Members 

 

12pm – 2pm: The Future of Diabetes Report Launch (see agenda) 

 

 Dai Williams (Diabetes UK Cymru) introduced Cabinet 

Secretary for Health & Social Services, Vaughan Gething. 

 

 Vaughan Gething talk: 

- Welcome and thanks to everyone for attending. 

- World Diabetes Day was yesterday 14
th

 November and 

great to see so much activity to raise awareness. 

- Diabetes in Wales poses a number of challenges, 

including resources, demand on services, provision of 

patient education and it’s in the interests of our 

communities to work together. 

- Co-production doesn’t mean lecturing at people. It means 

working with partners inside and outside of the NHS on 

key areas, such as prevention. Pleased to see that the 

report aligns to several items in Welsh Government’s 

Diabetes Delivery Plan for Wales (2016-2020).  

- Role of the All Wales Diabetes Implementation Group 

(AWDIG) means that people take part in the conversation 

to highlight the profound impact of diabetes. Government 

and NHS want to provide services but can’t do it alone. 

There are shared problems in the system that we can 

tackle together. 

- Prevalence of diabetes is now over 7%; 10% of budget, 

translates into £100 million. We have a shared desire to 

improve on this. 

- Recognition of co-morbidities: common risk factors, 

cardiovascular issues and continued support for multiple 

conditions. 

- Financial challenges need to be overcome to achieve 

shared objectives. That’s why WG has invested in diabetes 

Clinical Lead, an obesity strategy and the upcoming 

Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP) on alcohol.  



- Successes in Wales to date include investment in 

organisations such as the Diabetes Eye Screening Wales 

(DESW), resulting in a significant drop in sight loss.  

- National Diabetes Inpatient Audit (NADIA) returned 

positive patient experience results and a reduction in 

incidents of hypoglycaemia.  

- In order to tackle variation, WG has invested in Clinical 

Lead to work with health boards, structured education 

provision, national leads in key roles, focus on foot care, 

developed the Children & Young People Wales Diabetes 

Network (CYPWDN), paediatric peer review, Direct 

Enhance Service (DES) for primary care and an integrated 

IT system to enable primary and secondary care to 

communicate. 

- There are opportunities, as well as challenges. We need to 

recognise mental health issues, encourage personal 

responsibility and take risk-based progress across all 

health boards, including initiatives such as Think Glucose.  

- We’re not perfect, we have difficult choices to make but 

with WG’s continued commitment to work with people on 

what we’ve done well and what hasn’t gone as well, the 

future looks good.  

 

 Jayne Bryant (Chair of Cross Party Group on Diabetes & 

Newport West AM): 

- Overview of role as Chair and AM 

- Diabetes in Wales statistics 

- Future of Diabetes report 

- 6 key areas 

- Thanks to everyone for attending 

 

 Dai Williams (Diabetes UK Cymru): 

- Thanked Cabinet Secretary for contribution and for 

attending event. 

- Summarised report and provided an update on the 

following areas of care: 

Diabetes Specialist Nurse Audit 

Care plans/Information Prescriptions 

Patient-centred care & prudent health 

Allison Williams, Chair of AWDIG 

IT system 

Flash Glucose Monitoring & technology 



Education Pathway 

Video Prescriptions 

Transition services 

 

 Professor Rhys Williams (Diabetes UK Trustee): 

- Overview of global perspective on diabetes. 

- International Diabetes Federation (IDF) has hosted World 

Diabetes Day since 1991. 

- It’s on 14
th

 November because of Banting’s birthday (one 

of two who discovered insulin). 

- Wanted to talk about one area of the Future of Diabetes 

report: Better access to healthcare professionals. 

- Draw on experiences from role with World Health 

Organisation. 

- Experiences from Nigeria, Pakistan, India and Kenya, 

including experiences of women and diabetes. 

- RW believes that the most innovative idea in the last 50 

years is the introduction of the multi-disciplinary team 

(MDT team). 

 

 Dai Williams (Diabetes UK Cymru) 

- Summarise speakers. 

- Thank you to all. 

- Encourage attendees to have lunch and network for 

remainder of available time.  

 

 

END.  


